Diseases of digestive tract such as amebic dysentery, bacillary dysentery, diarrhea of unknown cause and food poisoning etc. are frequently seen among Japanese living in East Pakistan because of being unable to obtain fresh foodstuff resulted from poor storage facilities available in Pakistan.
Increased vitamin requirement in people living in East Pakistan with such high temperature and humidity is also to be watched carefully.
Cholera, small pox and malaria, among annoying tropical diseases that are prevalent in East Pakistan, are the most troublesome and hard-to-control maladies for the East Pakistani People.
According to the government of East Pakistan there were 6,648 small pox patients in 1967 and 3,456 of them died while 424 people died of cholera out of 862 cases in the same year. It is also reported that from January through October in 1968 there were 7,387 small pox cases including 3,457 death cases and 1,579 cholera cases including 413 death cases.
The government sources however recognized that these figures might be higher because of unreliable national census in connection with population and insufficient means of communication and traffic to give them correct informations on the outbreaks of the diseases in local areas.
Looking back to the past it was reported that 58,891 died of small pox in 1959 in both East and West Pakistan.
As to cholera there were 29,691 deaths in 1948 and 27,132 deaths in 1953.
According to local news paper about 200 died of cholera in a small town of Comilla, East Pakistan within December, 1968. It is also reported that about 50 % of the newborn and infant mortality is due to malnutrition.
The government of Pakistan is making every effort to eradicate communicable diseases being prevalent in Pakistan with special emphasis on the control of mala-31 ria, small pox, cholera and tuberculosis.
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